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EXDIS 
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TAGS: PFOR, XF, UK 

SUBJECT: CALLAGHAN TRIP TO MIDDLE EAST UNLIKELY 
REF: LONDON 4799 (NOTAL) 

1. FCO ASSISTANT UNDERSECRETARY WEIR TOLD US APRIL 9 
THAT FONSEC CALLAGHAN HAS AT LEAST SHELVED AND PERHAPS 
DROPPED IDEA HE HAD FOR A TRIP TO "TEST THE TEMPERATURE" 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST, THOUGH HE STILL WANTS TO BE AS HELP- 
FUL AS POSSIBLE. RECENT DEVELOPMENTS SUCH AS SADAT'S 
SPEECH OF MARCH 29 AND VARIOUS UTTERANCES COMING FROM 
ISRAEL HAVE CLARIFIED THE VIEWS OF KEY PLAYERS INVOLVED. 

2. IN ADDITION, THERE IS CURIOUSLY RETICENT AND MODERATE 
ATTITUDE ADOPTED BY SOVIET UNION, AS WELL AS COMMENTS 
FROM SYRIA (SEE LONDON SEPTEL) WHICH IMPLY MUCH GREATER 
READINESS TO SEE DISENGAGEMENT PROCESS RESUMED THAN 
BRITISH HAD ASSUMED. SOVIETS AND SYRIANS SEEM TO RECOG- 
NIZE PROBLEMS INVOLVED IN GOING TO GENEVA WITHOUT A 
FURTHER SINAI DISENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT. 
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3. INTERESTINGLY, WEIR COMMENTED, SUGGESTIONS THAT DIS 
ENGAGEMENT NEGOTIATIONS BE RESUMED ARE EMANATING FROM 
ISRAEL, EGYPT, AND SYRIA RATHER THAN FROM WASHINGTON. 

THIS SUGGESTS THAT USG MAY BE IN A STRONGER POSITION VIS- 
A-VIS THOSE GOVERNMENTS SHOULD IT AGREE TO RESUME ITS 
MEDIATION EFFORTS. BRITISH ARE KEEPING THEIR FINGERS 
CROSSED. 

4. FAHMY RECENTLY TOLD AMBASSADOR ADAMS IN CAIRO THAT IF 
EGYPT COULD NOT OBTAIN ENLARGED GENEVA CONFERENCE ALONG 
LINES IT HAD SUGGESTED ARABS WOULD SCRUB GENEVA AND GO 
BACK TO THE SECURITY COUNCIL. WEIR THINKS THIS IS MERE 
"FAHMY TALK" AND BLUFF. HE THINKS THAT EGYPTIANS ARE 
SERIOUS IN DESIRING UK AND FRENCH PARTICIPATION BUT ARE 
ONLY GOING THROUGH THE MOTIONS ON PARTICIPATION OF OTHER 
NON-ALIGNED TO PLEASE SYRIANS AND OTHERS IN SYRIAN CAMP. 

HE DOES NOT THINK SADAT WOULD ABANDON GENEVA WITHOUT 
GIVING IT A SERIOUS TRY NO MATTER WHAT THE CONFERENCE'S 
COMPOSITION. 
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